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chibald Bower's Mor ves for leaving his 
. Office of Secretary to the Court of we 


fition. 


Including alſo a Relation of the berrid Treatment. 


of an innocent Gentleman ; and of a Nobleman 
who expired under his 7 ortures : To both 
which inhuman and ſhocking Scenes the Author 
Was an Eye-Witneſs. 
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4 With the Diffculti es he met with in cfaping 
from thence. 


Now 2 publiſhed i in Novembes; 1 I 7 50. 


M 


to contrive his Eſcape from the Inquiſition, 


was the Crueity exerciſed there, particularly on two 


Gentlemen whoſe Stories he thus relates. 


Information having been given to the Inquiſition 3 


at Macerata, that a Gentleman had been guilty of 
ſpeaking diſreſpectfully of their Office; all imagina- 
ble Diligence was us'd to diſcover him; and Ad- 
vertiſements fix d up at Rome, and other Places, deſ- 


eribing him to be a tall black Many with an Impe- 


diment in his Speech. 7 
One of their Emiſfaryh W to be at Fl 
dad in the public Walks, met with a Perſon, 


whom he thought anſwered the Deſcription, Ac- | 


ys 


_ cordingly he ſpared no Pains to infinuate himſelf into 


his Acquaintance; and ſucceeded ſo far, that tha 
Gentleman finding him to be a Stranger, offered to 
ſhew him the principal Curioſities of the Place; 
and entertain'd him, at his Houſe, ker and hoſ- or 


: pitable erer = 


A. Faithful Account of Mr. Ar- 


R. Bewer ſays, that what firſt occaſioned Win 4 
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After ſome Time, the Stranger told him that he 
hoped he would ſuffer him to return the Obligation, 
by accumpanying him to Rome; and paſſing ſome 
Hays with him at his Seat, in the Neighbourhood of 
that City, where he found the Gentleman had never 
vet Been. 

Accoodingly they ſet « out together, and inſtead of 
carryivg him to any Houſe of his own, he led him 
directly to the Palace of the Inquiſition, at Macerate, 
'where after bringing him to the | hand Hall, he deſired 
him to amuſe himſelf with the Faintings there; and 
excuſe his leaving him a little, to give the neceflary 
Orders | in the Houſe, 

Whilſt he was thus admiring the Grandeur of the 
Place, and ſuſpecting, from the Richneſs of the Fur- 
niture, that he had not treated his Friend with the 
Re ſpect that was his due; he obſerved ſeveral Per- 
ſons peeping One by One at the Door, and ſtaring 
him full in the Face. 
bon this, ſeeing no Sign of his Canipanion' Re- 
turn, he began to ſuſpect ſome Treachery, and was juſt 
ſtepping out when a Perſon came up to him, and en- 
quiring where he was going, told him, that no 
Body was ſuffered to depart thence, that he was now 
in the Hall of the Inquiſition, and muſt certainly have 
been guilty of ſome great Crime, or he would not 


have been brought thither ; fo that he muſt take _ 
. his Abgde there. 


Immediately he was thruſt Jown- i into the Dun- 


- -geon ; : were, after being fed for a Week with Bread 


and Water, he was brought up in the middle of the. 
Night, to a Room hung with Black, where the 


| Coupeil of the __ uiſition was fitting, (one of which 


Mr. Bower himſelf) where he was told, by the 
1 General, that he muſt certainly have been 


gullty of ſome great Offence : for the holy Iquiſition 


,never accuſed any one raſhly, ſo that he muſt ont 


der u hat it was, and impeach himſelf. 


Upon his proteſting his Innocence, be was prepar- 


\ . * for the Torture, which was inflicted in this Man- 
. The 3 was ſtriꝑped e and by 


Means oy 
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Means of four Ropes, which ran upon as many Pul- 
hies, at each Corner of the Room, his Arms and Legs 


were extended, within one Degree of breaking; 


and he was laid upon his Back with an Iron __ 
fixed under him. 
In this Condition he lay for ſome Times in ex- 


treme Anguiſh; but fil] refuſing to accuſe himſelf, 


he was emanded back to his Dungeon; where be 


had not been long, before the Inquilition having dif- 
patched an Expreſs to Rome, with their Suſpicions, 
that from his Reſolution, and other Circumſtances, . 
he could not be the Man they imagin'd, received 
for Anſwer, that they need give theſelves no further 
Trouble about him, for that they had diſcovered the 


true Offender; upon which this Gentleman was dif- 
3 after they had given him an Oath of Secre- 
But the Hardſhips, under which he had la- 


ae and the Torments be had fuffed, had ſo far 
depriv'd bim of the Uſe of his Faculties, that he 
continued the Ramainder of his Life ſenſelefs and 


diſtracted i in the Neighbourhood of Macerata. 


This, Mr. Bower ſays, thock'd him extiemely 1 
But what determined him to leave them, when Op- 


Portunity offer'd, was the following Affair, which 
he relates thus. 


Garb of their Order. When they were got out of 


| hearing, he expreſs? d, to his Wiſe his Sur prize, that 
any Perſon could be fo far infatuated, as to believe 
that ſuch a particular Dreſs could be moritorious in 


the Sight of God. 


Unhappily for han. he was overheard by the Fer 


ars, who made their Report to the Inquiſition. Mr. 
Bower, as one of the [nquiſitors, was ordered to 
"take a ſufficient Guard, which they always had in 


waving, to bring his unfortunate Friend befor e 


chem. a k would have been Vain 1 for him to have cex- 
1 . rs e preſi i 
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As a Nobleman) a Friend of 

his) who was juſt marry'd, was walk ing in his Gar- 
den with his Lady; two Capuchin Friars paſs'd by. | 
with their Feet and Heads bare, and the mortifying | 
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preſs'd the Reluctance he inwardly ſelt; for the leaſt 
| Signsof it might have prov'd fatal to himſelf. 


About the middle of the Night, he and his At- | 
tendance appear'd before the Nobleman's Door; 


when, upon their knocking, a Servant look'd out of 
a Window and enquiring Who was there, was 1] 
ſwered, the holy Inguiſition: Upon this, knowing the 


Ee Conſequence of a Refuſal, he haſtened down, open- 


ed the Door, and conducted them into the Bed- 


Chamber, where the new married Couple: were faſt 


alteep.. - * 
The firſt who wak'd en the Lady, who heing 


ſuch a Crew of Ruffians in the Room, ſcreamed out, 


for which, ſhe was ſaluted by one of with a Blow on 
the Face, that made the Blood guſh out. Mr. Bo- 


aver was much enraged at this, and aſking the Fellow ; 
what Authority he had for ſuch an unparalell'd Piece 
of Cruelty, threatened him ſeverely, and afterwards 
had him puniſhed in an exemplary Manner. 


This wak'd the Huſband, who being very much 


ſurpized at what had happen'd, caſting his Eyes on 
Mr. Bower, cryed out, Ah, my Friend, is it you! 
Yes he reply'd, it is and you muſt immediately 

riſe and follow me. This he ſoon comply'd with. 


Accordingly he was conducted to the Inquiſition, 
where he was told, he was certainly guilty of 


ſome great Crime; and that he had a Week given 


him to recollect himſelf what it was, and ſo accuſe _ 
himſelf. 


All that Time he was confined i in a a Dungeon, and 


fed with nothing but Bread and Water, in 1 Order to 


weaken him, and render him leſs able to undergo 5 


the Torture 


At the End of the Week be was brought, in the 


Night, before the infernal Tribunal ; and fo altered, 
that he was ſcarce known to be the ſame: And up- 
on his declaring that he was not conſcious of any 


Thing culpable, he was led to the Teotre, which 
was thus inflicted on him. 


By Means of four Cords, which came over four 5 
| Pullies 
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Pullies, at each Corner of the Room, and met in the 
Centre, he was hoiſted up tothe Cieling, where, by 
a ſudden Jerk, all his Bones were diſlocated. = 
After he had hung ſome Time in this deplorable 
Condition, the Inquiſitor General thinking he had 


not yet ſuffered enough, commanded them to flac- 


ken the Cords, in Order to let him fall with a Shock 
to the Ground. This, after what had been done 
| before, is thought to be one of the greateſt Torments 
that human Nature is capable of ſuſtaining. But 
when they came to inflict it, they found that the un- 
happy Man was already dead ; upon which they bu- 
ried him in a private Manner, and ſent a Note to 
his Wife, deſiring her to offer up Prayers for his 
Soul, in all the Churches in Rome, 
After two ſuch Pieces of unexampled Cruelty and | 

_ ſanQify*d Viallany ; ; in both of which by Virtue of. 


his Office, but in the latter more particularly, Mr. 


Boer had been ſo deeply, tho' reluctantly concen- 
ed, he was determined, at all Events to make his 
6 Eſcape from the Inquilition ; ; being perſuaded, that 
if heeould get to England, the Place of his Birth, 
he ſhould meet with Encouragement from ſome of 
his Countrymen ; ſeveral of whom he had been ac- 
quainted with in their Travels thro' /taly. RO, 
He was ſenſible of the Difficulties he had to en- 
counter, none being ſuffered to ſtir out without 
Leave firſt obtain'd from the Inquiſitor General. 
To him therefore he apply'd for + RenmifGon to go 
on a Pilgrimage to Loreto, a Thing that he had hi- 
therto long neglected. 
The Inquiſitor e applauded his Reſolution, 
and gave him Leave; but immediately diſpatched an 
Expreſs to Loretto, to know preciſely the Time he 


| arrived there. 


Accordingly Mr. Bower ſet out on | Horſeback, 
and having arm'd himſelf with a Pocket Piſtol, was 
determined, in Caſe he found he could not otherwiſe | 
_ eſcape, to diſpatch himſelf; being perſuaded, that if ; 

ever Suicide Was exculcable, it muſt be in his Cir- 

wes * cuiaſtances, 
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cumſtances, in order to avoid the Torments, which, | 


if he ſhould be taken, would be inflicted on him. 


After many Conteſts with himſelf, he continued 
firm to his original Project; and with Deſign to put- 
ue it, croſs? d out of the Road not far from Loretto, 
and ſhaped his Courſe towards Switzerland ; kno-w- 
ing that if he could but reach Bern, a proteſtaut 
Canton, he ſhould be ſafe. In order to attain: Te, N 
travelled Day aud Night upon the Mountain's but 
At laſt, himſelf and Horſe growing faint, for want 
| . of Suſtenance, he made up to a Town, which he 
took to be Bern; but which proved, to his great 
| Concern, tobe a Popiſk Canton, Howeve, he a- 

| lighted at an Inn, where there happened to be two 
Men who were reading a Paper, which, caſting his 


Eye upon, he found to be a Deſcription of himſelf ; 


promiſing a great Reward for apprehending him. 


He endeavoured to conceal his Confulion as much 


ds he could, wiping his Face with a Handkerchief to 
prevent his 'being obſerved ; *till at laſt, one of the 

Men aſking him why he wiped his Face, as if he was 

Afraid of being ſeen ; defired him to read that Pa- 
per, which he did, as he oy” with great ſeeming 
Compoſure. 

Ia the mean while; one of chem whi ſpered his 
Companion; and ſoon after they retired into a2 
Room together, to conſult whether they ſhould ap- 
prehend him or not, as it was a hazardous Affair; 
it being poſſible that he might be a Carter of the 


Britiſh, or ſome other Miniſter, 
Mr. Bower took this Opportunity to Ay to his 
Horſt, which he mounted with the utmoſt Expedi- 


tion, and gallop'd into a neighbouring Foreſt, Where 
ne concealed himſelf for ſome Time, and afterwards 


| T- purſued his Journey; ſubfiſting, himſelf, for ſeveral 


Days, upon nothing but what, the Fields and Woods | 


afforded. At laſt, his Horſe, as well as himſelf, be- 


ing almoſt worn out with Hunger and Fatigue, hap- 
pening one Morning, to *ſpy a Light at a Diſtance, 
he made up to it at all Events ; and, pon his 


-# Knocking 


£87 


: 


—_ ery 2 . A . 2 N 
F ̃ ˙“r . é . 14 4 


1 , — 
"a, 


#1 rom the Inquiſition. 149 


knocking at the Door, a Man looked out at the 


Window, and of whom he enquired whether it wag 
a Preteſtant Country; to whom he. reply'd, Yes, 


thank God fot it. Immediately upon bearing this 
joyful News, he defired him to come down and op- 


en the Door; for that he was unfortunate Bower 
that had eſcaped from the Inquilition, and was now ' 
in the utmoſt Diſtreſs for want of Reſt and Food. 


Accordingly he alighted, and was received by the 
Landlord with the utmoſt Hoſpitality ; who, upon, 
his enqu:ring bow far it was to Bern, informed him 
about two Miles; and offered himfelf for his 


Dpon his Arrival at Bern, he was adviſed in order 
to avoid ſeveral Popiſh Countries, to take Shipping 


on the. Kbine, as far as Strasberg. He embark's 


| therefore on that River; and one of hi; Compani- 
ons in the Veſſel happened to be a Jeſuit, who not 
knowing him, entered into Diſcourſe with him a- 
bout his own Eſcape from the Inquiſition. 


When they were got pretty near to Strasberg the 


Ship bulged upon a Rock, ſo that they with greag 
_ Difficulty, eſcaped to Shore, where Mr. Bower im- 
mediely took Poſt-Horſes for Calais. No ſfoones = 
was he arrived there, and alighiicd at the Inn, than 


he ſaw on the Gate, Advertiſcinents deſcribing bicag 


and promiſing a Rewaid for apprehending him, 
This made him refolve to depart as ſoon as poſſible; 


ſo that he went down to the Shore in oder to fee 
if there was any Veſſel ready to ſail for England ; 


but to. his great Mortification, found none - and 


the Wind being high, could not prevail with any 


to put to Sea. 


” y ey * 


At laſt, for a conſiderable Sum of Maney, he en- 
Pace tome Fiſhermen, to carry him over, Scarce © 
bad hey ſet ſail, but the Waves ran ſo high, that 
the. Men declared it impoſſible to ſuceced, for. thay 


no Boat could live. In vain he offered them all hs 
was worth, in caſe they would venture; for all their 


| Reply was, that he certainly \mnlt have been guilty 


of 
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But inflend © of going to [the Land RY he went 


to another; where thinking he heard in the next 


Room, the Voice of ſome Engliſh Gentlemen, he 


determined to diſcover himſelf to them, being of 
Opinion, that no Perſons fo merry and chearful as 


they appeared to be, could barbour any II- will 


againſt him. 


| Animated by theſe Refletiohs, he knocked at the 


Door; and, to his great Satisfaction, the firſt that 
came to him was Lord Ballimore, with whom he had 


before ſome ſmall Acquaintance, 
His Lordſhip was much ſurpriz'd at ſeeing pin 


there, but told him that he had no I ime to loſe, 
for that ſtrict Search had been made after him, and 
SpPpies planted about every Perſon that went for Eng- 


land. In ſhort, he accompanied him to the Sea 


Share, and offered him his own Vatch to carry him 
over, in which he immediately imbark'd, and ſoon 


landed ſafe at Dover. - 
The next Day, Mr. Bower Was . ſurprized 


with a Letter brought in, directed to him; but 

much more when upon opening it, he found it came . 
from the Inqu iſitor General; with Promiſes of great 
Honour and Rewards, in Caſe he would. return to 


the Inquiſition. 
This, it ſeems, being left undirected, was oders 


4 to be delivered to him, as ſoon as it was certain- 


ly known that he was arrived in England; but upon 
his Enquiry for the Perfon who brought it, no Bo- 
dy could tell what was become of him. However, 


he had ſeen too much already, to rely on what the 
promis'd; and contented himfelf with exprefling his 
Gratitude to God for happily eſcaping out of their 
Clutches, and ſafely 5 in a free and Proteſtant | 
unter. | EY > : 
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